CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 20505 


PUBLIC AFFAIRS 3 April 1979 
Phone: (703) 351-7676 


Mr. Ken Feroyid 
Managing Editor 
Sandpoint Daily Bee 
310 Church Street 

P.O. Box 159 
Sandpoint, Idaho 83864 


Dear Mr. Ferovid: 
We have just read your recent editorial, How Intelligent? of 
6 March 1979. We appreciate your interest in intelligence and thought 


you might like to know that my office is available to provide information 
about the Intelligence Community and the CIA. 


future, 

The Public Affairs Office also disseminates some 150 unclassified 
research reports annually to the media and the public concerning subjects 
of general interest. In addition, we frequently provide unclassified 
background briefings to newsmen on Substantive topics at their request. 
When possible we are pleased to host media representatives at the 
Agency for get-acquainted sessions. 

We would welcome the opportunity to provide you such services. 


Sincere] 


Director of Public Affairs 
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’ If-ever this country required — tor ft 50 nereant Add to that 
the best. possible intelligence catastrophic failure the deficien- 
from abroad, now is the time. _ cies {of agency assessments of 

Tensions between China. and _ successive crises from. Vietnam 
the Soviet Union are such that a to Iran and the scope and costs of 
Sino-Soviet war is at least con- . CIA inistakes becomes apparent.” 
ceivable. | eee / 3 -Thé:next few years are virtual- 

Tran and other states in a 1 vast | ly: certain to pose ever more 
‘crescent stretching from Paki-- ~.critidal threats to the - United. 
stan to South Africa are threat-..° States: and its allies. =~" ~ 
ened in varying degrees. by Sovi-. i. Despite these chilling realities, 
et ambitions. and,.: or::internal.” Congress has..demonstrated a 
political crisis. —- developments: ms sensé* of misplaced priorities. to’ 
which bear. directly’:on vital... mat ih the CIA’s multiple disas-. 
American and Western interests. _‘“ ters.}: - as 

- The sustained Soviet military..-::3:% The: ‘Senate Select Committee 
buildup during the last 15 years-- ~~: on Intelligence has labored for: 
promises Moscow. a position of: .~ the last. two years to draft an 
strategic military superiority by. ... eae ;-/‘Intelligence Reorganization and. 
hee CaLly 1980S. ntact mayadeveae Reform Act,” the chief purpose 
#..Peace remains elusive in-the,... of wp ich is to prohibit the CIA. 
‘Middle East tinderbox.. geen ce exceeding Marquis of 

» The gathering storm through-""° Qu nsbury mules in gathering. 
‘out southern Africa threatens to - Information. 

-Grag that.region--into.the-mael-..-"» Granted there. is a: need “to. 
‘Strom .of direct : East-West: con- & exerf’some control over the ace. 


‘frontation. “ ee * tivities of agents whose zeal has: 
~~ How the White House and Con- 


"sometimes surpassed the bound- 
gress react to these events will * arieyof propriety. But in a world 
‘be based in large parton the 


_¢:..-of mounting threats to the securi- 
adequacy of the intelligence as- ..-_ ty ofjthe United States, there is a 
sessments received: from the ’”. ~ far greater need to nurture aClaA 


Central. ncy-"*~'"that Can and will provide. infor- 
Faulty intelligence... will es = mation essential to this country” s 
faulty decisions. - survival. 


"= The: fact isthe Congress fae 


. And how goes the CIA? It isn’ t = The 
yet: ce address, the real -intelli-: 


necessary to: break..any «Secrets 
codes:to discover that fried agency: genc scandal = =.'the appalling’ 
continues in terrible. disarray."A’? failu es. of the CIA’ and its even. 
new. wave of resignations- and... mor: alarming ‘deterioration in 
early retirements: reflects the: __ the last several years. Since tak=: 
sagging. morale’, im CIA‘ “ranks. ° oe “ ing“office; the Carter administra-. 
Taken. together‘with ’ ‘last: year’s” Sw. tion: | as: demonstrated ‘its own. 
purge of more than 800 officers of: 
the CIA’s: clandestine: ‘service,”* rs 
the most “'recent.:turmoil:“ must. ec 
further reduce. the effectiveness~2:-: 

of an agency whose pertormanée: = 
has long been: suspect.:*" y 
. From the mid-1960s to the. ‘mid: : 
1970s,: the. CIA-. consistently un- 
derstated. the dimensions of the 


ib from: the White. House, it 
‘ to’ Congress. to begin the: 


Soyiet military buildup by AP foisenidl® me ’ | Bade 
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